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Abonmarche Awarded American Public Works Association Statewide Quality of Life Award for Harbor Shores 

Benton Harbor, Michigan— The Michigan Chapter of the American Public Works Association has awarded Abonmarche its 2011 Quality of Life Award for the Harbor Shores project.

In December, Abonmarche received the APWA’s Southwest Michigan Branch chapter Quality of Life Award for the Harbor Shores which made it eligible for the state chapter competition.  The project will now advance to the national level competition.

Abonmarche Consultants, Inc. entered the project, having served in various design, construction and project management roles.  Timothy Drews, PE, PTOE, served as the firm’s Project Manager and is a member of the APWA.  There were numerous strategies employed during the design of the project’s signature golf course which have been recognized by professional organizations for their innovative approach.  The wetlands conservation, innovative drainage solutions, and wildlife protection measures incorporated into the Harbor Shores Development are among the elements that were cited as reasons for the APWA awarding the honor to Abonmarche.

“It was a pleasure to have the opportunity to work on such an impactful project with a progressive client who was extremely concerned with both the overall quality of the project and minimizing its impact on the environment.  The strategies we utilized to manage runoff have resulted in a reduction in the environmental impact that had been occurring on the site given the large amounts of waste and debris which covered much of the area when we began design work” said Tim Drews.

Part of the APWA’s mission is to share sustainable solutions to public works issues and develop skills and leadership among members to implement them.  The annual award will be presented to Abonmarche staff and project representatives at eth annual state conference in late May in Boyne Falls.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The APWA advocates for and supports the people and organizations who provide communities with construction, traffic and transportation, solid waste, and water and wastewater services.  Public works are essential for the welfare and quality of life of residents, and are often provided by municipalities, though some are provided by private concerns, such as utility companies and trash collection services.

Abonmarche, founded in 1979 and based in Benton Harbor Michigan, is a full service architectural and engineering firm with six offices located throughout Michigan and Indiana providing a comprehensive range of design, construction and development services to private and public sector clients throughout the Midwest. 
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